
ARTICLE IV. NUISANCES AND OFFENSIVE CONDITIONS

DIVISION 2. WEEDS*


Sec. 9-74. Height limitation

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any weeds, grass or plants, other than trees, bushes, flowers or other ornamental plants, to grow to a height exceeding eight (8) inches within the village. Any such plants or weeds exceeding such height are hereby declared to be a nuisance.

(Ord. No. O-6-81-2, § 2, 6-8-81; Ord. No. O-5-85-1, 5-14-85)


Sec. 9-75. Notice to owner or occupant requiring abatement.

It shall be the duty of the health officer to serve or cause to be served a notice upon the owner or occupant of any such premises on which weeds or plants are permitted to grow in violation of the provisions of this division, and to demand the abatement of the nuisance within two (2) days.

(Ord. No. O-6-81-2, § 3, 6-8-81; Ord. No. O-5-85-1, 5-14-85)


Sec. 9-76. Abatement by village.

If the person served with the notice specified in section 9-75 does not abate the nuisance within two (2) days after such notice, the health officer or the superintendent of streets and alleys may proceed to abate such nuisance, and the expense therefrom shall be charged to and paid by the owner or occupant. The reasonable costs to the village in setting up, maintaining, and operating the required equipment as well as the wages paid to the operators and overhead paid on the equipment and personnel shall be included in the calculation of the expense or costs which shall be charged to and paid by the owner or occupant.

(Ord. No. O-6-81-2, § 4, 6-8-81; Ord. No. O-5-85-1, 5-14-85)


Sec. 9-77. Lien for village expenses.

(a)   Charges for weed abatement shall be a lien upon the premises as provided by statute. Whenever a bill for weed abatement remains unpaid thirty (30) days after the bill has been sent to the owner or occupant, the village clerk shall file with the recorder of the county a notice of lien. This notice shall contain a legal description of the premises served, the amount of the unpaid bill, the date or dates when the cost and expense was incurred by the village and a statement that the village claims a lien for this amount.

(b)   Notice of such lien claim shall be mailed by the village clerk to the owner or occupant of the premises, whenever such bills remain unpaid for a period of thirty (30) days after they have been mailed to the owner's or occupant's last known address.

(c)   The failure of the village clerk to mail such notices, or the failure of the owner or occupant to receive such notice, shall not affect the right to foreclose the lien for unpaid weed abatement bills as outlined in this division.

(d)   Property subject to a lien for such unpaid bills shall be sold for nonpayment of the same, and the proceeds of the sale shall be applied to pay the charges, after deducting costs, as is the case in the foreclosure of statutory liens. Such foreclosure shall be by bill in equity in the name of the village.

(Ord. No. O-6-81-2, § 5, 6-8-81)

State law references:  Lien for cost of cutting weeds, Ill. Rev. Stat., Ch. 24, § 11-20-7; recorders, Ill. Rev. Stat., Ch. 115.  
